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President George W, Bush
The Whate House
Washington, D.C, 20500

Dear Mr. President:

[ would like to commend you on the step you took teday to give new impetus to the
Middle East peace process by announcing that it was time to share with Israel and the
Palestimans the road map to peace that the United States has developed with its “Quartet”
parmers. Thisis a welcome and timely initiative, given the complex way in which the Middle
East contlict, Irag and the global war against terrorism are intertwined.

The festering hostilities in the Middie East are an enormous human tragedy, Along with
you, and many others, I refuse to accept that this is a conflict without end. You have articulated a
vision of an Israeli and a Palestinian state living side by side in peace and security. That is a bold
initiative that deserves strong international support. With the Israeli elections concluded, and the
mmminent confirmation of a Palestinian Prime Minster, vou are right to refocus international
attention on the Middle East peace process.

Mr, President, inm August 2002, [wrote to you to propose an idea concerning the possibility
of offering NATO peacekespers to help implement a cease-fire in the Middle East, [have
spoken of this idea numerous times on the Senate Floor. | am now even more convinced that the
United States and its NATO partners should consider an additional slement for the “road map™
coneept: NATO should offer, and I stress the word “offer,” to provide a peacekeeping force,
once a cease-fire has been established by the Istaeh Government and the Palestinian Authority.
This NATO force would serve in suppart of the cease-fire mechanisms agreed to by Israel and
the Palestinian Authority. The NATO offer would have to be willingly accepted by both
governments, and it in no way should be viewed as a challenge to either side’s sovereigntv. The
acceptance of this offer would have to be coupled with & commitment by Israel and the
Palestimian Authority to cooperate in every way possible to permit the peacskesping mission to

suceesed.

I fully recognize that this would not be a risk-free operation for the participating NATO
forces. But I nonetheless believe that the offer of peacekeepers from NATO would have many
benefits. First, it would demonstrate a strong intermational commitment to peace in the Middle
East. Second. it would offer the prospect of a peacekesping force that is ready today. It is highly
capable, rapidly depioyable, and has a proven record of success in the Balkans. A NATO



peacekeeping force is likely 1o be acceptable o both parties. given the traditional Eurcpean
sympathy for the Palestinian cause and the waditional Unrted Stares suppert of Israel.

Third, this would be a worthy pest-Cold War mission for NATO in a region where
NATO member countries have legitimate national security interests. It could even be an arsa of
possible collaboraton with Russia through the NATO-Russia Council. A NATO peacekeeping
mission in the Middle East would be whoily consistent with the Alliance’s new Strategic
Concept. Approved at the NATO Summit in Washington in April 1999, the new Strategic
Concept envisioned so called “out-of area” operations for NATO.

_ Given the fractious debate in NATO over Irag and the defense of Turkeyw, it would be
important to show that NATO can work togsther to make a positive contribution to solving one
of the most challenging security issues of our day,

There will be many detractors to the idea of sending NATO peacekespers to the Middle
East to help implement a cease-fire. But [ think there is broad agreement on the imperative of
giving new hope to the peace process and redoubling diplomatic efforts to keep [srael and the
Palestinians moving on the road io peace. Peacekeepers coming from many NATO nations could
give new hope and confidence to the peoples of Israel and Palestine that there could soon be an
end to the violence that overhangs their daily lives.

Mr. President, I hope that you will receive this idea in the constructive spirt in which 1t is
iffered.

With kind regards. T am

John Warner
Chairman



